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Date: December 9, 1960 


President Meany 


Franz E. Daniel 


As regards H. L. Mitchell‘s charges as reported to 
you in Secretary-Treasurer Gorman's letter of November 
Ome 


1. The implication that Norman Smith is 
prejudiced against the Amalgamated is 
completely without foundation. 


The first union card Smith ever held 
was in the Amalgamated. This was thirty 
five years ago. 


At an Amalgamated meeting when a member 
of the Sheep Shearers' Local of that 
International suggested that his local 
would be better off in the AWOC, Smith 
took the floor to denounce any such 
suggestion and to lay down the AWOC 
policy of dependence upon the good will, 
of all AFL-CIO international unions, 

and of cooperation with all such inter- 
nationals. 


Smith enjoys the respect and cooperation 

of Amalgamated district, regional and 

state officials and representatives. It 
goes without saying that if there were 

any foundation to prejudice on his part, 

the complaints would originate in California 
not from Tennessee. 


As to the charge that a UPWA field man 
Shares the AWOC office; I am at a loss to 
understand this reference. It certainly 
does not apply to any of the AWOC offices. 
It probably refers to the Oxnard situation 
which was this: Last spring, after a seven 


ent Meany 


organizing eptarre: An 
established and a representative, Ed 
"2s placed on the 4WOC staff to work 
PWA people who were moving in unorgan- 
ized sheds. 


Three weeks ago Smith closed out our 
operation in Oxnard, and Perez is no longer 
on our staff, 


To my knowledge there have been two i 

of UPWA-AWOC Sontee ere - but no of f: 

staff representative was involved. E 

last summer in the Katsuda celery situ 

in which the UPWA struck the shed and the 
AN VOC moved in to organize the field workers, 


this summer in the Lakeport pear 
ation, where the AWOC had numerous strikes 
orchards, the UPWA shed workers met 
he AWOC to offer their assistance. The 
aa invited the strikers to attend 
local meeting and on two or more - 
occasions this was done. The UPWA shed 
workers made no effort to get AWOC members 
to join their union---they wanted to know how 
and where they could help AWOC members and 


liow tu help spread the AWOC orga@iizaiion. 


President Helstein of UPWA visited the 
Stockton operation last summer. Ina 
conference later, Helstein told Smith and 
myself that the only interest UPWA had in 
the situation was to "get these people 
organized"', At no time has UPWA attempted 
to interfere, move in, or influence the 
AWOC operation. 


Up until three weeks ago in a staff of 

more than twenty - exactly three had ever 
been employed by UPWA, and now in a reduced 
staff, two are still employed. 


Perez, whom I described, is no longer 
employed by us. 


Pepper worked as a UPWA organizer 
mid-west stock yard organizing 
gns in 1935 or 36. He then moved 
to ee ae with the expectation of 
woeeAae on «he UPWA staff there. He 
3 "¢ th the UPWA west coast 
le jer Shep ‘and refused to take employ- 
mei hie became a chicken raiser, went 
went to work in the fields’ and 
Ss where he was when he went on 
the AWOC staff. 


Louis Krainock, has a long history of 
union employment. He was in the Southern 
Drive of the CIO in the late 40's; he 

has worked for the Farmers* Union in an 
educational capacity; he then worked 

as educational director of the UPWA: and 
his last union job was as a representative 


of State, County and Municipal in the 
northwest. When Smith offered him employ- 
ment on the AWOC staff he was working for 
City of Hope, and before that had been 
engaged in private employment. 


Here follows a brief history of each person now’ 
on the AWOC staff: 


Mantee jordan, Mary Lou Ruibal, Barbara 


- Fee ApS 
These are the three office 
union experience, 


David McCain: From the Plasterers and 
Cement Finishers. In charge of office 
details and bookkeeping. 


Maria Moreno: Mexican-American background. 
ee : 

No union history. Effective speaker and 
organizer, 


Carl Nelson: No union background. Fruit 
tramp since discharged from Navy. Developed 
during Podesta cherry strike last June. 
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W. G. Serratt: Share cropper from Arkansas. 
Came to California to be labor contractor 
but quit that in disgust. Was field worker 
when put on AWOC staff. No union background. 


Baie: oe Shelby: Young, veteran, developed 
during Podesta strike. No union background, 


Dewitt Tannehill: First man hired. Worked 
with National Agricultural Workers Unicn 
and Galarza. No other union experience. 


Frank Torrez: Mexican-American and very 
influential in that area. Field worker all 
his life. No union experience. 


Albert Walsh: Indian:descent. Spent all 
his life in West San Joaquin Valley. Was 
once member of Operating Engineers. Has 
been deputy sheriff, and deputy U. S. 
marshall. No other union experience. 


Larry Itliong: Filipino with long history 
of past Filipino attempts to organize. 
Member of Fisherman'*s Union. No other 
union affiliation or experience. 


Edwin Henry: Negro minister. Once a member 

of Stage Hands Union. Knows the union movement, 
but has never been affiliated with UPWA or 
Amalgamated. 


Henry Anderson: In charge of research. Comes 
Out of University of California. Was a 
member of Father McCullough's Agricultural 
Association, but never affiliated with 

UPWA or Amalgamated. s 


In addition to the above information I have brief 
biographies of each person Smith has ever had on the 
staff of AWOCe In case you want to see this list 

I shall be glad-to furnish it for you. There is 
absolutely no basis to the charge that "nearly all 
the organizers have at one time been in the UPWA", 
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